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Yatsushiro Welfare Hall (Yatsushiro-shiKouseikaikan)

Yatsushiro Welfare Hall (Yatsushiro-shiKouseikaikan) is a cultural hall designed
by Yoshinobu Ashihara, completed in 1962. It is the first cultural hall in
Kumamoto, built before the Kumamoto Civil Cultural Hall.

The hall symbolises culture and development of Yatsushiro since the Yatsushiro
Castle built, and its location indicates it. It is located between Sannnomaru (the
outermost area of the castle) and Bukechi (the residences of samurai family).
Also, it faces a road connecting the castle and Yatsushiro Port.

Yoshinobu Ashihara is an architect noted for projects such as the Komazawa
Olympic Gymnasium and the Sony Building. He started developing a theory
“exterior space”, which has been appreciated internationally, at the project of the
Yatsushiro welfare Hall.

“Exterior space” means design a building to use the environment around the it
effectively. It can be seen at the Yatsushiro Welfare Hall as well. There is the hall
in the south and the front yard in the north, in order to enjoy a view of Yatsushiro
castle from anywhere in the main building and the annex. Besides slopes and a
lake creates an ease of getting around. Furthermore, a plaza to support citizens’
activities was designed, so the hall was open to the public and familiar with it.
Yatsushiro Welfare Hall surely visualized “exterior space”.

Since June 2019, the Hall has been closed because of the building deterioration.
The annex was demolished, and newly Yatsushiro Folk Culture Hall
(OmatsuriDendenkan) was built at the site. It preserves the folk culture in
Yatsushiro and offers information to public.

In June 2021, DOCOMOMO Japan (International Working Party for Documentation
and Conservation of buildings, sites and neighbourhoods of the Modern
Movement) selected Yatsushiro Welfare Hall as a building of “250 Architectures
of modern movement in Japan”. The hall was appreciated its modernism structure
and expression, the design fusing and harmonizing with the Yatsushiro castle, also
as a starting point of “exterior space”. There are no architectures chosen
insouthern part of Kumamoto except for the Yatsushiro Welfare Hall.

Yatsushiro Folk Culture Hall was designed based on the premise main hall exists.
The stone wall of the corrider which had connected to the annex is reused as
place to wash something or to connect horses. New annex has respect and
harmony with the main hall.

The view lined with the Yatsushiro Welfare Hall and the Yatsushiro Folk Culture
Hall next to the Yatsushiro Castle shows the Edo era and the future. Furthermore,
there are Yatsushiro Court blends into landscape, Yatsushiro Municipal Museum
designed by Toyo [to who is a world-renowned architect, and “Syohinken” where is
designated as a National Site of Scenic Beauty. Therefore, we can see the old and
modern culture of Yatsushiro in this area.

The Hall was not only the excellent architecture, but also the hall enabled to great
performance.

While some architectures of modern movements have been demolished, the
Yatsushiro Welfare Hall remains miraculously. The hall becomes “legend of the
modern architecture”. It has been loved by the citizens still now. It will increase its
value from now on.
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